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Santa Clara Valley Medical Center Neonatal Intensive Care Unit Tour:  

The Importance of Investing in Our Youngest Children
Santa Clara County’s Valley Medical Center is the largest public birthing center in the state of California and the busiest hospital in San Jose, according to Chris Wilder, Executive Director of the Valley Medical Center Foundation.  Approximately 5000 to 6000 babies are born at Valley Medical Center (VMC) each year and at least 600 of these babies are treated in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU).
“When a tiny baby weighing maybe one or two pounds comes into the world, we need to provide the best environment possible,” says Wilder. That is why FIRST 5 Santa Clara County invested $2 million to upgrade the monitoring equipment and Giraffe Beds in VMC’s NICU. On Friday, March 26, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., VMC and FIRST 5 Santa Clara County will host a tour of the NICU for local legislators and discuss the wrap-around services that are provided for the tiniest children in our society.
The tour will feature a behind the scenes look at the NICU, including a view of the innovative Giraffe Beds.  The Giraffe Beds convert a baby’s bed from an incubator to radiant warmer at the touch of a button, thus eliminating the stress of moving critically ill infants from bed to bed. These beds also create a therapeutic environment for family members. Families can hold and touch their baby through the portholes, and because of 
dual side access ports, they don’t have to leave when the doctors and nurses are caring for their infant. 

- more -

The NICU tour will also include a presentation by Dr. Balaji Govindaswami, Chief of Neonatology, VMC.“ The investments made by FIRST 5 Santa Clara County don’t just serve VMC, but serve the entire community.  VMC cares for sick babies from hospitals all over the county and 10-12 percent of babies born at VMC end up in our NICU,” says Govindaswami.  Additional presenters for the program include Sylvia Gallegos, Deputy County Executive / Acting CEO Santa Clara Valley Health and Hospital System, Santa Clara County Superior Court Judge Katherine Lucero, and Dr. May Loo, Director, High Risk Infant / Infant Neuro Developmental Clinic, and Jolene Smith, Director, FIRST 5 Santa Clara.
About VMC Foundation

Since 1988, VMC Foundation has helped raise funds and awareness for the entire Santa Clara Valley Health & Hospital System. The VMC Foundation is partnering with the NICU staff to help fund needed technology and up-to-date equipment that is critical to keeping these fragile babies safe and healthy.  To learn more about the needs of the NICU at VMC, please contact the VMC Foundation at 408.885.5299.

About FIRST 5 Santa Clara County
FIRST 5 Santa Clara County is committed to the healthy development of children in their first five years. Research shows that a child’s brain develops most dramatically in the first five years, and what parents and caregivers do during these years to support their child’s growth will have a meaningful impact throughout life. 

Established in 1998 through funding from California’s Proposition 10, FIRST 5 Santa Clara County distributes approximately $20 million in tobacco tax revenues annually to programs and services that positively impact the lives of children and families in Santa Clara County. For more information on FIRST 5 Santa Clara County and its programs, please call (408) 260-3700 or visit www.first5kids.org. 

###

